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accustomed bribe to Rochester. At all events, the place was
given to Sir Walter Cope, a man of integrity, but of no great
abilities. The wits made merry over the discomfiture of the
Solicitor-General. Sir Walter, they said, had got the Wards,
and Sir Francis the Liveries.

Bacon, however, had probably, in the summer of 1611,
received a promise from the King of succeeding to the Attorney-
Generalship whenever that place should be vacated by Hobart,1
and on August 7, two years afterwards, the death of Sir Thomas
Fleming, the Chief Justice of the King's Bench, opened the
way for his advancement

Bacon at once wrote to the King, and begged him to ap-
point Hobart to the post In case of his refusal he asked
Aug. 7. that he might himself be selected.2 It was not
XeThlefn long, however, before he communicated to the King
of theirs a Plan> by means of which James might get rid
Bench. Of a hindrance to the exercise of his prerogative*
Coke's resistance to the King on the subject of the pro-
clamations and the prohibitions had never been forgotten;
and Bacon suggested that it would be well to grasp at so
good an opportunity of showing the great lawyer that he was
not altogether independent. The Chief Justiceship of the
King's Bench was indeed a more honourable post than that
which Coke now held, but it was far less lucrative, and it was
well known that Coke would be unwilling to pay for the higher
title with a diminution of his income. His selection as
Fleming's successor would be universally regarded as a penal
promotion, which would deter others from offending in a
similar manner. Room would thus be made for Hobart in the
Common Pleas, As for himself, he would take care to put
forth all his energies as Attorney-General in defence of the
prerogative. It was an office the duties of which he was better
able to fulfil than his predecessor had been, who was naturally
of a timid and retiring disposition. Coke was to be bound over
to good behaviour in his new place by the prospect of admission
to the Privy Council.3

1 Letters and Life, iv, 242.           2 Bacon to the King, ibid. iv. 378,

3 Letters and Life) iv. 381.